
Corps Facts
  
   www.mvp.usace.army.mil 
   Public Affairs  

    
 

 
Joseph M. Willging has served as chief of the Office of Counsel for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
St. Paul District, since June 2008. Prior to coming to the Corps of Engineers, Willging was an 
associate deputy general counsel in the Office of the Army General Counsel from December 2005 until 
June 2008, providing advice to senior Army Secretariat officials in all areas of environmental law.  
 
From 2003 to 2005 he practiced in the Office of the Deputy General Counsel, Environment and 
Installations, Office of the Secretary of Defense. In May of 2003, Willging retired from active duty in 
the United States Air Force in the grade of colonel (O-6). Prior to his retirement, he served as chief of 
the Environmental Law and Litigation Division, Civil Law and Litigation Directorate, Air Force Legal 
Services Agency, Washington, D.C.   
 
Willging, a St. Paul native, received his bachelor’s degree from the College of St. Thomas, St. Paul, 
Minn., in 1978, and his Juris Doctorate from the William Mitchell College of Law, St. Paul, Minn., in 
1981. In 1991, he earned a Master of Laws degree in environmental law from The National Law 
Center, George Washington University, Washington, D.C. 
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